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Mechanical 
Engineering 

In this degree, you 
can choose from a 
second major in 
Mechanical Design, 
Engineering 
Management, Energy 
Systems, as well as 
options of minor 
studies from other 
disciplinary areas. 
You will be prepared 
for Industry 4.0 using 
cutting-edge industry 
software platforms 
and collaborative 
digital environments. 

 

You will have 
internship 
opportunities in your 
final year to complete 
projects that tackle 
engineering 
challenges for 
industry clients. While 
you study you’ll have 
access to our state-
of-the-art engineering 
spaces, including the 
Engineering 
Mechatronics Lab; 
Experience One 
Studio; and the 
Experiential Learning 
Suite.  

 

UniSA (2020) 

 

 

 

BRAYDEN HAINES: BACHELOR OF MECHANICAL 

ENGINEERING (HONOURS) AT UNISA 

I am currently studying a Bachelor of Mechanical 

Engineering (Honours) at the University of South Australia. 

At university I study a variety of courses each semester, 

all centred around mathematics, physics and of course 

engineering skills. The physics courses incorporate practical 

uses of the theory are the tutors are very interesting and 

make learning enjoyable. The mathematics courses have 

also allowed me to develop a deeper understanding of 

calculus and linear algebra, and how they are applied in 

engineering. In all the courses we develop skills integral to 

becoming a successful engineer. While I have not decided 

on a major, I am interested in the aeronautics industry and 

would like to investigate that as a major.  

 

The transition from high school to university was daunting for 

me, as expectations of uni were being inundated with 

assignments, but this was not the case. While the 

assignments are a bit tougher and the grading process is 

stricter, it is not as astronomical of a leap as I feared. 

University diversifies itself from high school in several ways, 

but at its core is very similar. The semesters are shorter, only 

12 weeks long and the teaching method is different to that of 

high school. In lectures you gain the knowledge to complete 

the tasks in assignments, tutorials and practicals.  

 

 

This style of teaching can punish you if you fall 

behind even a week, however being able to catch 

up online helps greatly.  

The environment of university is different to that of 

a classroom and reinforces learning as the 

instructors are friendly, knowledgeable and willing 

to help with any queries. Most of my courses have 

group work incorporated in tutorials or 

assignments, which at first was awkward, however 

it helps develop collaborative skills and I have 

made several friends. Contacting your instructors 

is just as easy as high school, however on the 

course website you can ask questions in a forum 

and other students can help you. University feels 

familiar but different to high school and I have 

learnt to adapt to the differences. 

I look forward to completing my degree in 2022.    

Tips for Year 12s looking to succeed! 

 

       Start new assignments early- leaving them until the 

night before inevitably leads to mistakes, getting them 

out the way prevents them piling uptowards the end of 

the semester. I use mid-semester breaks to get a head 

start so I am not finishing assignments while studying for 

exams.  

  

•     Keep a balance between work and play- Just 

because you’re in Year 12 doesn’t mean you have to 

study 24/7. Finding an adequate balance between work, 

school and your social life is key. Taking a break from 

study for a day allows you to clear your mind and 

destress. 

  

•     Seek help when needed, not before it`s too late- If you're 

struggling to understand part of a course, your teachers 

are always there to help, in class or accessible via email. 

Reaching out for help when you need it can prevent 

headaches. 

•     

S   Stay mentally and physically fit - Exercise is a 

great mood and energy booster, whilst also reducing 

stress. Doing just 30 minutes of light exercise in the 

morning or afternoon provides many benefits not only to 

your physical health but also your mental wellbeing.  

•     

      Shorter but more effective study sessions- Rather than 

studying for hours on end, I find that doing several 30-

45-minute study sessions with no distractions is more 

effective and less daunting. You`re less likely to want an 

escape from study and you will get more done in less 

time.   
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